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CORONAVIRUS — CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEME 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [11.04 am]: Madam President, 
yesterday I announced the deferral of the container deposit scheme from 2 June 2020 in the face of the unprecedented 
impact of COVID-19. It was a very difficult decision to make. I am aware of the wide support of members and their 
communities for this initiative and I was very much looking forward to returning my first container on 2 June. The 
delay is very disappointing but unavoidable. Deferral of the container deposit scheme until after the major impacts of 
COVID-19 is necessary based on public health concerns, such as the potential risk of infection from handling containers, 
and the effect on the financial viability of refund point operators and other scheme participants. The scheme has been 
designed to provide opportunities for people with disability, older people and Aboriginal people. These community 
groups are generally more vulnerable and their involvement in the scheme may place them at greater risk of infection. 
A delayed launch avoids starting the scheme during a period that may be the potential peak of the pandemic. The closure 
of pubs, clubs and many other venues, as well as schools, would have also impacted on the volume of containers. 
The scheme’s postponement is in accordance with advice from the scheme coordinator, Western Australia Return 
Recycle Renew Ltd. We have also responded to calls from community, local government and businesses for the 
scheme launch to be postponed. The McGowan government will review the situation in August 2020 to determine 
whether the scheme’s new start date will be November 2020 or June 2021. I remain confident that our scheme will 
be the best in Australia. 
I acknowledge that the deferral will be distressing for many network operators and members of the community, 
who have been steadfast in their support of the scheme. Many network operators have invested time, money and 
passion into getting their operations ready for 2 June. I understand the disruption, financial and human impact that 
COVID-19 is having across the community. The Premier has already announced a range of support for impacted 
businesses and individuals. The McGowan government is investigating ways to support scheme participants during 
this time so that they can be ready to commence when it is safe to do so. 
Regardless of its commencement date, the scheme will see millions of bottles and cans diverted from landfill each 
year, will help create more than 500 jobs across the state and provide opportunities for social enterprises and 
community organisations. The scheme will be revolutionary in changing the face of recycling and community 
participation for environmental endeavours across the state. 
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